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A DIALOGUE between FEST and EARNEST 
Concerning the TIMES. 





Fron Guesday February the 1/7 to Saturday the stb. 


1703, 





Jeft. H! My dear Friend, Are you come at 

QO laft? This is a Deliverance indeed, 
when I had almoft given my felf over for Loft. 
Truly you are to blame in ftaying fo long after 
the accuftomed Hour, for I have been in fucha 
Fright for your Abfence, that I fhall very diffi- 
cultly recover my felf again. 

Earn. What Deliverance is this. Certainly 
Nob and his Countryman have been here with their 
Oaken Towels. It muftbe fome fuch Matter, for 
I have twice difappointed you by not coming at 
all, and you never exprefs’d your {elf after this 
manner. 

Fest, Nothing like it. Oaken Towels, fay 
you? Something ten times more Tough} and 
Knotty. Riddles, Ainigma’s, and the Me’el and 
all of the Deeds of Darkneis, to a Manof my 
unthinking Capacity. Here's a Letter will tell 
you what Reafon I had to begin to look about 
my felf, when I jhad employ’d my Eyes in vain 
in Searching after you. I thought of the Parfon 
of the Parifh, Honeft Dr. Getz, but he was 
fotaken Up iz flinging Bellarmine upon bis Back , 
and giving the Cornifh-Hug to the reft of the 
School-Men and Fathers, that I could not think 
him by any means a Man for my Turn. 

Earn. Wes Bellarmine then one of the School- 
Men and Fathers? Certainly, Friend of mine, 
you miftake your felf, or you would never rank 
a ‘zentleman of a more Modern Date amongft 
fuch Antique Writers. 

Feft. Youmay put that Queftion to the Dr. 
if you pleafe, he that laid ‘em upon their Backs, 
can give the beft Account of their Age, and 
the Time that they liv‘d in. But no more !nter- 
ruptions, | befeech you, for it’s impoflible to 
imagine what a damn’d Mortificagion it is to a 
Man who thinks he has the Repatdjon of aWit, 
to be hindred from going on with his Story. You 
cannot but fuppofe what a Quandary I was in, 
when I had thought of all Means that 
were advifeable tocome at Affiftance by, with- 
out any manner of Succefs. I was refolved to 


have vifited all the Clergy in and about London, 


from the broad Confecrated Rofe down to the 
Reader of Cripplegate’s narrow Brims, but I 
would have had an Anfwer for him ; for let me 
tell you, Sir, the World will have me to bea 
Man of Parts, and a Man of Parts I will Shew 
my felf, Se help me My Good Friend Mr. Zarn- 
es ; for you have fav’d me the Labour of going 
any farther. It’s true I might have made ufe of 
Nob's Excufe, and faid! was frem#ny Books, as 
he does to Excufe his tgnorance, bet then the 
World would have thought me under the fame 
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Predicament as he is,*that is without Brains, 
for every one knows, had he any, he would 
have no Reafon to take a Journey into the Coun- 
try, as at this prefent time of Writing. 

Earn. No more of your Endeavours after 
Wit. What Letter is that you talk of, and 
what are the Contents of it ? 

Feft. Here it is, and directed for A4effieurs 
Jeft and Earneft at the / y PHinktr’s in Fet~ 
ter-lane. I took it firft to be a Bill of Exchange 
from Pays, and began to Pride my felf immedi- 
ately in the great Advantagesof being reputed 
a Jacobite ; but the Grand Monarch had fome- 
thing elfe to do with his Money, than to fend it 
to thofe who fo little deferv’d it, and the Seal 
was ho fuoner broKe open, but out flew a 
plaguy damn’d Queftion as long as my Arm, 
which aftonifh'd me as muchas if had been at 
the Opening of Dame Pandora’s Box. The Letter 
runs thus, with the Queftion tack’d to it, jut 
as I could with the Occafional Conformity Bill 
had been this Winter to the LandeTax, as it 
might have undoubtedly pafs’d. 

Gentlemen, 

6 P'make my Direttion to you after the 
Stile of the Erench, is, becaufe you feem to 
me, and all Moderate Men to be ina French Inie- 
reft, but that I give my felf the Trouble at all of 
Writing to aCouple of Hot{purs, who would inflame 
the Nation, you may ixform your felves of the Rea 
fon, if you look, back upon your laft Tuefday’s Rae 
per relating to the Proceedings on the 30th of ja- 
nuary. You are pleas’d there to make merry with 
the Diffenters, om the Account of their having put 
to Death the late King Charles the First,and feem to 
have put the Qyeftion, and Anfwer'd it your felves 
by the Facility that abounds in your pretended Re- 
folution of the Cafe of Refiftance therein Syllogisti- 
cally {pectfied. Now, that I may be fatisfied of your 
Dexterity, and that you are the true Sons of OEdi- 
pus in unfolding any other Doubt and Scruple, I 
have here fent you, in a Schedule of Paper annex'd 
to this, fomething over which youl Scratch your 
Heads and bite your Nails for Anfwer, by way of 
Return to the Prefent that is made you, if you {hall 
think it fitting. In the meantime, 1 would not have 
you mistake me for one that is for Vindicating the 
taking off that Monarch’s Head, for in good Truth, 1 
think that was going a littletoo far but the takin 
up Arms againft any Sovereign whatever, when the 
Peoples Rights are Invaded, as certainly they were, 
by Laud and other of his Popith Councellors for a 
great Part of his Reign. Pray let me bear what 
you have to fay for your felves in your next, before 
the Bill for Regulating the Prefs flops thofe Tongues 
which 














which the renowned K. William mould have filenc’d 
long fince, had he Still been living. , 


Yours, &c. 


Feb. 4th. 
: Archib. Leving{ton. 


‘at 
I 7VOx: 


Now for the Schedule, as he calls ire A 
Murrain take it, one of Pas! Diack’s Hufars 
Scymeters would not cut half fo deep, as this 
little Inftrument made up of tlic Ingredients of 
old Rags does. seine 

Whether the Monarchs of England, failing in 
their Duty, and not performing tbofe things which 
they have Sworn unto at their Coronations ( fo fo- 
lemnly ) their Subjects are not difoblig’d intneir O- 
bedicuce uato them, and may thereupon, Depofe, or 

ethrone them ? 

You have heard it, make the beft of it you 
can, for I have not fomuch as one Syllable to 
fay to the Matter, and we muft yield up the 
Caufe we have been fo long contending for with- 
out your Afliftance. | 

Earn, To tak: any Nofice of his Letter, is 
alitogether unneceflary, tho’ I might put the 
Queftion to him, and ask him how we feem 
to be in the French Intereft? How he knew 
Arch-Bifnop Laud to be a Papifh Councillor to K. 
Charles the Martyr? And why he gave no other 
Tokens of his difiiking the Murther of that 
Proteftane and Pious Prince, than by faying, 
they that did it went only alitie too far? But I 
fhall drop thofe Enquiries to look into his own, 
inthe manner following. 

Earn, If our Kings held their Crowns by 
Indentures from their People, then were the 
People difoblig’d to their Obedience unto them, 
upon their failing ( inthofe things whercto they 
have been Sworn ) on their part; but iruuey re. 
ceive their Crowns immediately from God Al- 
mighty, and that by him alone Kings Reign, 
Rom. 13.2. Pfal,82. 8. Fobn 19. 11. Pfal. 62. 
11. Prov. 8. 15. 1 Kings 2. 15. then all the 
failings that can be in our Monarchs (Kings or 
Queens ) can but make them bad Monarchs, 
but {till they muft remain Monarchs : The Oath 
afiures the People of their being good Princes, 
not of their being Princes, tor théy were Kings 
before they took it ; Coronation is but a Cere- 
mony, and their Oathis but at their Coronati- 
on, the Rite of Ceremony muft not deprive 
them of theRoyal Subftance. 

But it may be here objected by anAnti-Monar- 
chift, by faying, That there is a mutual Pacti- 
on, and Contract bound up, and fworn betwixt 
the King and the People, whereupon it follows, 
That ifone part efthe Contract, or Indenture, 
he breken on the King’s part, the People are no 
longer bound tokeep their part of it, but are 
thereby freed of their Oath. For ( fay they ) 
a Contract betwixt two Parties of all Law, 
frees the one Party if the other break unto him. 

To which, lanfwer; Astothis Contract al- 
ledg’d, made at the Coronation of a King, al- 
tho’ we utterly deny fuch Contract to be made 
chen, efpecially containing fuch a Claufe irri- 
tant as they alledge, yet we confefs that a King 
at his Coronation willingly promifeth to his 
Weople, to difcharge truly the Office given him 
by Ged over them. But prefuming that he break 
his Promife never fo inexcufable, the Queftion 
will be, who mult be Judge of the Breach given 
unto them,tho' thisContrat? were made unto them 
never fo ficker, according to their Allegiance. 
Wethink no Man, that hath but the fmalleft 
entrance into the Civil Law, will doubt of all 
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Law, either Civil or A4unicipal of any Natien; 


-avContraii cannot be thought broken by the one 


Party, and fo the other likewife to be freed 
therefrom, except that firft alawfel Tryal and 
Cognition be had by the ordinary Judge of the 
Breakers thereof, Elfe every Manimay be both 
Party and Judge in his own Cax/e, which is 
abfurd once to be thought. Now in this Coz. 


tract betwixt the King and his People, God is ’ 


doubtle!s theonly Judge, both becauf> to him 
only the King muft givean Account of his Ad. 
miniftration, as likewife by the Oath inthe Co- 
vyonation, Godis made Judge and Revenger of 
the Breakers. For in his Prefence, as only Judge 
of Oaths, aii Oaths ought to be made. Then 
fince God is the only Judge betwixt the two 
Parties Contrasts, the Cognition and Rewenge mutt 
only appertain unto him. It foilows therefore 
of neceflity, That God mutt firft give Sentence 
upon the King, that breaketh, before the Peo- 
ple can think them{elves free of their Oath. 

Feft. Wemutft have a Bottle for this, old 
Boy, or the World will fay the Sin of Ingra- 
titude has pofiefs’d me; the Richeft Wine in 
Town is not good enough for thee, thou de- 
ferv’ft Liquor Difti!l'd from the Gold of Potoff, 
if any fuch thing there were in Being, for de- 
livering me fo often out of the Entanglements 
I have been perplex’din, for I am curied loath 
to part with the Name of aGreat Kiddle-Solver, 
which I have got by keeping thee Company, 
unle{s the Parliament thinks ft to part and 
break up our farther Difcourfe by the Act go- 
ing forward to fupnrefs Weekly Papers, @<. 
which, Nolen. Volens, as you Learned Men 
have it, wemuftinbmit to. But we have drop'd 
Nob, what think youot fome Queries rclating 
to his laft, while you take a Pipe ? 

Earn, I cannot think amifs of any thing that 
occafions Mirthand Diverfioa. Be fo kind as 
to communicate, for Heraclitus looks as Dogged 
as canbe, at thefe Scraps of Gravity which I 
am put upon the neceilicy of An{wering, 

feft. Query xy. Whether to fay that the Go- 
vernment of England is Hereditary, be net ra- 
ther 2 Defenc2* of Her Majefty’s Title than a 
Reflection upon it? And which has the neareft 
relation to a Facobite, he that fays the Queen 
afcended the Throne as thenext of the Royal 
Blood, or hethat infinuates as if there was a 
Claimant immediately before Her, as honeft 
Mr. Nebdoes in his laft ? 

Q,2. Whether if Speaking Allegorically be 
allow’d for otherwife than Impious and Pro- 
phane, a Man may not be faid to Coxfound Heas 
ven and Earth together without falling under the 
Cenfure of Bla/phemy? And whether if theAutbor 
that fets up for a Cexfor Morum,as the Dedication 
to the Secret Hiftory of the Calves Head Cli:b has 
it, had underftood Latin enough to know the 
Meaning of Conturbare Calum, he would not 
have put on his Confidering Cap before he had 
Sivenus a Taft of his Hypocrify, in his Rhap- 
fodica] Ejaculations on that Subject ? 

2. 3. Whether the Meaning of that Expref- 
fion inthe Divine Horace, Sine Clade Viétor, 
which he knows not a Syllable of, és fold at Mr. 
How's, and call’d, Battle without Bloodfied? And 
whether that which was meant as the higheft 
Elogium to the Roman Conqueror, that Tri- 
umph’d over his Enemies by his Mercy as well 
as Courage, does notout of Nod’s onm Adouth, 
who from thence muft be Fudgd, Wultrate the 
Character of that Englifh General whom he 
would caftan Odium upon? 
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